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Our goal  is  to  faci l i ta te  

faculty, postgraduate, and 
graduate research in African and 
African diaspora studies in the 
social sciences and the humanities 
and to foster the comparative, 

cross-national, and interdisciplinary dimensions 
of research with a core group of leading scholars. 
These research efforts are linked to larger local and 
international community concerns.  The Center 
also oversees the undergraduate African Studies 
Minor.
 For more information regarding AAASRC, or 
to be on our mailing list, call (858) 534-9063 or 
email bjulesrosette@ucsd.edu.  We have an 
extensive list of resources on issues concerning 
African and African-American communities, 
newsletters and information about African 
Studies, as well as the experience and 
relationships that have been acquired over 
AAASRC’s thirty-two years in existence.

AAASRC  i s  an  independent  research uni t  of  the  Univers i ty  of  Cal i fornia ,  San Diego 
wi th  a  r ich ,    th i r ty- two-year  h is tory .   Several  European and Afr ican ins t i tu t ions  have 
es tabl ished ongoing re la t ionships  wi th  the  Center  most  notably ,  the  Centre  d’Étude 
d’Afr ique Noire  (CÉAN) a t  the  Univers i té  de  Bordeaux IV, the  Univers i té  de  Par is  V,  
the  Afr ican Studies  Research Centre  (ARC) a t  the  Univers i ty  of  Leuven in  Belgium,  and 
the  Nat ional  Univers i ty  of  Côte  d’Ivoire .   The Afr ican and Afr ican-American Studies  
Research Center  i s  an  oas is  and an internat ional  crossroads  for  s tudents ,  facul ty ,  and 
communi ty  members  in teres ted in  Afr ican,  Afr ican-American,  and mul t icul tura l  
research issues  and teaching a t  UCSD.  We look forward to  the  upcoming year  wi th  
enthusiasm and energy.

The AAASRC Focused Research Group on
Art, Culture, and Knowledge (ACK Group) 

organizes many of the symposia and special events.  
Our Music Workshops and Lectureship series blend 
academic inquiry with musical performances and 
public outreach.  In past years, AAASRC has hosted 
world-renowned musicians Dominic Kanza, Mighty 
Mo Rodgers,  Don Byron, vocalists Marie and Anita 
Daulne of the group Zap Mama, musical pioneer and 
activist Thomas Mapfumo, and innovative Malian 
guitarist Habib Koité, described by Rolling Stone 
as “the biggest pop star of the West African 
nation of Mali.”  We also sponsor master 
percussionist  Gene Perry Live with the Elimu Band.
 Other past AAASRC events include the Black 
West Symposium and Film Festival, the Symposium 
on African and African-American Intellectuals, the 
Circuits and Connections Symposium, the Symposium 
on Mediated Borders, and the Nollywood 
Symposium.  During this academic year, we will 
pursue our research goals through our Lecture Series 
on Africa and the African Diaspora.  
 Presentation abstracts, bibliographies, and informa-
tion are available for all our symposia and workshops 
on the AAASRC website at AAASRC.UCSD.edu for 
more details.  

AAASRC 2025-2026
Calendar of Events

About AAASRC

Research Interests

Contact AAASRC:
Director: Prof. Bennetta Jules-Rosette 

Coordinator:  Zoe Catz Johnson
Phone:  (858) 534-9063

Email:  bjulesrosette@ucsd.edu 
zcatzjohnson@ucsd.edu
Mail:  9500 Gilman Dr.

La Jolla, CA 92093-0533

Statement of Purpose

Ethnographic Film and Media Festival,  
organized by Professor Bennetta Jules-

Rosette,  Wednesday, December 10, 3:30 - 
5:00 pm, SSB #101

Black History Month, February 2026: 
Theme: A Century of Black History Month 

Commemorations, Lectures TBD

 Afro-Caribbean Dance & Drumming 
Workshop with Master Percussionist Gene 
Perry Thursday, February 19, 3:30 - 5:00 pm, 

Social Sciences Building #101

Black History Month Brunch
Saturday, February 20, 10:00 am,  

UCSD Price Center West Ballroom, A and B

ArtPower! in Collaboration with AAASRC  
2026 Events TBD

AAASRC 32nd Anniversary Awards 
Banquet Friday, May 29, 5:00 pm,  

UCSD Faculty Club

Zoe Catz Johnson
Cross-Out



AAASRC
BOARD MEMBERS

Bennetta Jules-Rosette 
Department of Sociology 
AAASRC Director

Wanda Addison
National University

Chuck Ambers
Community Liaison

Gabriel Bámgbósé, 
Department of Literature 

King Britt, Department of 
Music 

Wallace G. Bullock, 
Community Liaison
Boatema Boateng 
Department of Communication

Roberta Camarena 
Chancellor's Office
Gordon Chang
Western Illinois University

Alain J.J. Cohen 
Department of Literature

Anthony Davis
Department of Music

Zeinabu Davis
Department of Communication

Filip De Boeck, U of Leuven 
International Programs Liaison

Ivan Evans, Provost
Eleanor Roosevelt College

Pierce Julius Flynn 
Community Liaison

Erica Fontana
Department of Anthropology

Pamela Frugé
Assitant Dean of 
Undergraduate Education

Ricardo Guthrie
Fisk University
Allan Havis
Department of Theatre and 
Dance

Zoe Catz Johnson, AAASRC 
Staff Coordinator 

Robert Horwitz, Emeritus 
Department of 
Communication

Davyda Johnson, Talent 
Acquisition

Thomas Levy, Emeritus 
Department of Anthropology

Lorna Lueker-Zukas National 
University

Cecil Lytle, Emeritus 
Department of Music

Bud Mehan, Emeritus 
Department of Sociology
J.R. Osborn
Georgetown University

Gene Perry, Musician 

Lamar Perry, Department of 
Theatre and Dance

Jeremy Prestholdt 
Department of History

Edward Reynolds, Emeritus 
Department of History

Linda Rockafellow-Michlein 
Community Liaison

Lawana Richmond, 
Transportation Services
Lea Marie Ruiz-Ade 
Social Media Chair, AAASRC

John H. Robinson IV, 
AAASRC Webmaster
Joseph Watson, Emeritus 
Department of Chemistry

Eduardo Santana, 
Department of Communication
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The African and 
African-American 

Studies
Research Center

Dedicated to Excellence in Research and 
Teaching at UCSD and in the World since 1994. 
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